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lving from Almaly. Kazakhstan lo

Dushanbe, Tejkistan, one crosses

over he Pamir Mountains, a mountain
range thatl dwarfs anything found outside of
MNepal. The Pamirs (Roof of the World) are
located prmarily in Taikistan with thousands
of snow-capped peaks, gaders, and mountain
climber challenges. Three of the five highest
peaks in the former Soviet Union are n the
Pamirs,

A Greenway Bam recently crossed these
mountains when itmade its site vigt lo Dushanbe
to look at a construction project thers in Oclober,
“Assalom u aleykuem”™ was the Tajik greeting
wea heard when our group amved. “Valaykum
assalom” s e responsa | leamed the next day,

The regicn has been a crossroads batwean
Europa, the Middle East and Asa, beng a
route for conquest and trade. Cyrus the Great,
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through on his reign of conguast, stopping long
anough to marry a Tajik woman, The Russians
mvaded in 1717 and took total control in 1917
after the Communist Revolution,

Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan, meaans
“‘Monday” n the Tajik language. s name grew
out of the pracica thal goas back to 1676 when
the illagers from the swrounding area would
bring their produce to s site on “Mondays™
The city was called Stalnabad from 1929 to
1961, Tajilkastan was engaged m a cvil war
from 1992 o 1997 after independence from
the Soviet Union took the Bd off of clan-based
rivalies, Almost 50,000 pacple lost beir lives in
that war. The litaracy rale in Tajikistan is 98%.
In e Urited States it is 97%. There ara nine
languages spoken in Tajkistan.  Most Tajks
speak Russian as well as heir native language.
When the Soviel Union collapsed, Tagkistan

baancsce aa 'aale ns salle ol ana. LP.
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route for conquest and trade. Cyrus the Great,
from Persia, came through the land in the sixth
century and two hundred years later Alexander
the Graal (he must have been greater than

Cyrus, since he conquersd Persia) passed
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When the Soviel Union collapsed, Tagkistan
became an indepandent republic

A country of 55,213 square miles and a
popuaton of 6,213,000, Takistan is a little
maore than 13 he size of Montana but has over
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